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of the remainder of the army, for success is neces-
sary to our existence*."

The important moment of the assault had now
arrived; at half-past one o'clock General Baircl
stepped out of the trenches,, drew his sword, and
gallantly exclaimed, *cNow, my brave fellows,
follow me, and prove yourselves worthy of the
name of British soldiers."

The flank companies instantly rushed out of
the trenches, followed by the supporting" corps,,
and, under the cover of a heavy fire from our bat-
teries, entered and crossed the river, assailed by
rockets and musquetry from the Fort. The for-
lorn hope of each attack consisted of a serjeant
and twelve Europeans, who were followed by two
subaltern's parties; that of the right column was
commanded by Lieutenant Hill, of the 74th Re-
giment, that of the left by Lieutenant Law-
renpe, of the 77th Regiment. The forlorn hope
was accompanied also by John Best., (of whom I
have before made mention,,) who could not be
restrained by his former master, the Commander-
in-Chief, from joining in this perilous service. He
was severely wounded in the bed of the river, but
sat on a rock cheering the flank companies of the
two attacks as they passed headed by Colonel
Sherbrooke and Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop. A

-" This anecdote was told to me in 1813 by Sir J. Malcolm,
and amongst the late Loid Harris's papers I found a letter of
mine reminding him of it.